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In 1966 Richard gave up the security of his carpentry job and joined his brother, Cesar E. Chavez as a full-time volunteer organizer for the United Farm Workers, fighting for farm worker rights.
In his long career with the United Farm Workers, Mr. Chavez has served in many capacities.  From 1972 to 1984 he served as Third Vice-President of the Union.  He was in charge of contract negotiations and administrating collective-bargaining agreements.  Richard worked on both the grape and lettuce boycotts as the Director of the Detroit, Michigan boycott in 1972 to 1973 and the New York City boycotts in 1973 to 1974.  He also served as Director of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Farm Worker Fund, a UFW service program for farm workers health group that provided primary health care clinics for farm workers.
Richard Chavez was the first Director of the National Farm Workers Service Center.  Today the National Farm Workers Service Center builds affordable housing for farm workers and operates “La Campensina”, the farm worker radio network.

Mr. Chavez is a skilled carpenter and building contractor.  Many of the UFW offices, clinics and service centers have been designed, built and remodeled by him.  He also serves on the board of the Cesar E. Chavez Foundation and attends speaking engagements on behalf of the foundation and the United Farm Workers Union.  Mr. Chavez has ten children, 17 grandchildren, and 9 great grandchildren.  He is now retired and resides in Keene, California.
For more information visit our website :  cesarchavezlegacy.org



  Biography





Richard Estrada Chavez was born November 12, 1929 in Yuma, Arizona.  When he was eight years old the Chavez family was forced into migrant farm work when the family farm was lost during the “Great Depression”.  As a child Richard worked alongside his family in the field, while also attending over eight schools.  As an adult Richard established a career as a carpenter.  As such, he served to establish the Self-Help Housing Commission.  He was a past president of the Delano Chapter of his Community Service Organization.











